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The Birth of the Baptist -
Today is also the feast of the Bath of Tolm the Baptist. The Precursor's birthday is celebrated
because of the mportance that ke holds in sabvation history. He was, after all, the one who |
miraduced the workd to the Messish. He was the fnend of the brdegroom - the best man, we |
g would say mow - - whoss job o2 muptial ceremony was to make sure that the bride was ready for her
spouse |
:é The dav's bturgy gives =mphasis on John's role as the one who prepared a people for the Messah
" The first resding apphies the vocaton of the Suffermg Servant of Yahweh to John the Baptist who was
mdeed chosen even before he was bom. God m the passage from Isaiah makes His Servant “the light
of the nations” Even Jesus calls the Baptist a "light”
He was & burning and shining lemp, and for a while vou were content to rejoics i hés light (John
$:35)
Althongh John the Baptist considers hinself a lesser kght, comparable to the moon when it fades
W

awav as the Eght of the sun begns to shine forth from the East
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